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Scouting for florida’s
Cultural Gems
hen our inevitable winter guests arrive, I no longer feel com
pelled to accompany them to the standard Florida attrac
tions.
The favorite places I do share are frequently the hidden
corners of our state, many of which I first discovered at the
yearly Florida Gathering.
Each March, the Florida Humanities Council organizes a week
end event designed to introduce Floridians to a little-known area of
our state. As the program developer for the Florida Gathering, I
have the fascinating job of acting as a sort of cultural scout for this
annual event. I get to search out the hidden corners and cultural
gems of our sites.
Three years ago at Lake Okeechobee I visited the Brighton
Reservation and talked to Seminoles who hail from a long tradition
of cattle ranching. The next year, in Homosassa, I heard wonderful
stories from local citizens who are protecting
and preserving their natural environment.
Last year in Polk County I marveled at the
largest collection of Frank Lloyd Wright
architecture in the world.
And I continue to return to these places,
to roam the streets, bike the trails, canoe the
rivers, and share the exhilaration of discover
ing Florida heritage.
This year there is a whole new tableau
Mount Dora, the "Lake District" of Florida.
This year the Florida Gathering invites you to
come and spend a weekend immersed in the
cultural heritage of this beautiful, historic
area. "Ah," you say, "Mount Dora, land of
/ 999
2otu
quaint streets, charming Bed and Breakfast
establishments, antique shops,
a bit like a
New England town set in Florida." You’re right. But there is so
much more, and we would like to share it with you.
Peter Meinke, Florida author and poet, has done some advance
work. His article in this issue will introduce you to the lay of the
land and the importance of the water, historically and geographically.
You will also meet some local citizens and learn about the issues they
face in claiming Mount Dora as their home. Meinke’s wife, Jeanne,
and photographer Stephen Dowell Ihave been roaming the country
side interpreting the land and people through artists’ eyes. For the
Gathering weekend, March 19-21, we have asked local residents to
open their doors and share their stories. We engaged scholars and
artists to lend their expertise and join us for the festivities under the
tent.
We hope this issue of FORUM will provide an introduction to the
Gathering festival for those of you who attend. For others, who
choose to visit the area with or without your winter visitors, we
want FORUM to be a guide to those special features you might not
find on your own. We also intend that many copies will remain in
the community so that local folks can welcome newcomers with a
meaningful portrait of one of Florida’s most beautiful small towns.
-
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Mount Dora: A Lily on Unstable Waters
Imagine a little town that seems to float in a maze of sur
rounding lakes and streams. Poet and short story writer
Peter Meinke found inland Mount Dora to be such a place.
His two-step portrait begins with the water, then branches
later page 14 to the picturesque New England-style town
that is flourishing there.
Story and poems by Peter Meinke
Drawings by Jeanne Meinke
Photographs by Stephen Dowell
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Osceola Makes a Last Stand

Against ‘Encroachment’
ri.
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When Steamboats Ruled

13

The Human Cost of
Cleaning Up Muck Farms

20

Chautauqua: A Winter Assembly
in the Land of Summer

22

Victorian Charm? Not Exactly
An invitation arid reservation reply card for
the 1999 Florida Gathering in Mount Dora
appears between pages 16-17.

On The Cover; The sun sets over Lake Dora and Mount Dora’s downtown Gilbert Park, home to
Florida’s only inland lighthouse. Photo by Stephen Dowell. Quotatation from Herb Hiller, cultural
tourism authority and author of Guide to the Small and Historic Lodgings of Florida.
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o one knows exactly how
many lakes are in Lake
County
it depends on
how you define "lake," as
our President might say
but there seems to be more water than
land. Most of the local publicity refers
to "1,400 lakes": on the Chamber of
Commerce’s "Chronological History of
Mount Dora," for example, and
Eduardo’s restaurant menu
probably
stemming from an old 1934 report that
mentions "2293 lakes of which 1400 are
named." An earlier
STORY BY
Florida Gazetteer 1925
PETER
refers to Lake Dora as
"the queen of the 1400
MEINKE
perennially fed lakes of
Lake County." In our young democratic
country, "queen" was still a favorite
word for praising almost anything.
It was only 180 years ago, in 1819,
when Spain reluctantly ceded Florida
to the United States. At that time, Lake
County must have been heaven for the
Indians. Water, water everywhere,
-

-

-
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all of it drinkable, swimmable, and self-cleaning, teeming
with bass, trout, and catfish. Hundreds of species of birds,
wild deer, rabbits, bears, and panthers roamed through the
region. Ancient cypress trees lined the lakes and rivers.
Although the Indians may have lived in Florida for as long
as 10,000 years, they of course never actually "owned" the
land, as they had neglected to fill out the proper deeds.
They were gradually squeezed into an area not large
enough to support them near what was then called Lake
Ahapopka, or "potato-eating place," a prophetic name for
the future site of the large vegetable farms that were des
tined to pollute it.
By the time the U.S. took over, many of the Indians,
like us, were really "northerners," Seminoles who had lost
to Andrew Jackson in 1817-18, and fled to Florida, picking
up Apalachees and runaway slaves on the way The name
"Seminole" actually means "runaways," and they were
mixed with Red Stick creek, Oconee, Timucuan, and
Miccosukee Indians, and escaped slaves who had found
freedom with the various tribes. The early Indian wars,
like our later wars maybe like all wars
were driven by
economics: Georgia slave-owners wanted to get their
slaves back and were willing to enslave free blacks in
Florida if need be.
Old military maps mark the constricting boundaries
into which the Indians were herded. When, after many
betrayals, they finally rebelled under Micanopy and
Osceola whose wife had been seized as a fugitive slave,
they were defeated by, among others, Brigadier General
Abraham Eustis and his South carolina Volunteers in the
Second Seminole War 1 835-42, who operated out of Fort
Mason, just north of the lake named after him. The surviv
ing Indians were exported to Oklahoma, pretty much
clearing them from what became Lake county; a hardy
few escaped and made their way down to the Everglades
and Lake Okeechobee, where they will still cook you up a
‘gator sandwich in one of their restaurants on Alligator
Alley
It wasn’t really the soldiers who defeated the Indians,
but progress, in the shape of swarms of settlers, home
steaders, farmers, fishermen, and adventurers who were
drawn steadily and irresistibly toward florida’s fertile
land, pure water, and warm climate. This invasion has
never stopped; in fact, other large groups, like retirees,
snowbirds and theme park employees, have been added to
the various people surging toward florida for a better life.
Florida became our 27th state in 1845, and
after
dropping out to join the Confederacy in 1861 and rejoining
the Union in 1868
the Legislature created Lake County
in 1887, naming Tavares which means "center" as the
county seat. Almost immediately, the "golden triangle" of
Lake county was established, with Tavares as the judicial
-
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Some say the Dora Ccmal, pat of the Okiawaha River System
connecting Lake Dora and Lake Eustis, is the most beautiful
mile of water in florida.

center, larger Eustis as the "Queen City of the Lakes," and
Mount Dora as a small but lovely town with the best and
highest location
about "300 feet above sea level." At any
rate, this was the claim in early twentieth century books
about "Florida, the Playground of the Nation"
Mount
Dora’s elevation is actually about 184 feet, still qualifying
as a "mount" in Florida, though northerners think this is
humorous. The Lakeside Inn 1883 and other hotels and
restaurants in Mount Dora made it an attractive place to
visit from the beginning.
On today’s map, Lake County looks like a somewhat
truncated Indian hatchet. Running north in straight lines
from Polk County, between Sumter and Orange, its eastern
boundary cuts through Lake Apopka, takes a sharp right
turn just below Mount Dora and then winds erratically
north along the St. Johns River to Lake George. Just a casu
al glance at the map will show why Lake County got its
name.
-

-

-

-
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* Peter Mci nke’s most recent books are Scars and Liquid Paper: New & Selected Poems, both in the Pitt Poetry Series. He is
also the author of a prize-winning collection of stories, The Piano Tuner. He is a retired teacher of creative writing at Eckerd College
and has been writer-in-residence at colleges here and abroad. Jeanne Meinke’s pen & ink drawings have appeared in The New
Yorker, Gourmet, Bon Appetit, Yankee and other magazines. The Meinkes, who live in St. Petersburg, travel extensively. Last
spring they sailed the Aegean in a small boat with another couple, then summered in a Swiss chateau for writers.
6
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"The sweetest water-lane in the world, a lane which runs for more than a hundred and fifty miles
of pure delight betwixt hedgegroves of oaks and cypresses and palms and bays and magnolias
and mosses and manifold vine growths, a lane clear to travel along for there is never a speck of
dust in it save the blue dust and the gold dust which the wind blows out of the flags and lilies, a
lane which is as if a typical woods-stroll had taken shape and as God has turned into water and
trees the recollection of some meditative ramble through the lonely seelusion of His own soul."
7y
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A recent painstaking study by Walter Sime could find
only 642 named lakes and 310 unnamed "bodies of water?’
Sime’s book, About Some Lakes and More in Lake County
[1995] is available at the old Clifford House in Eustis,
where Mr. Sime is a genial and informed guide. The
Florida Handbook chips in with a report that a 1969 state
survey found 505 lakes of 10 acres or more, though it says
nothing about the number of smaller lakes.
Still, a thousand lakes should be plenty for one medi
um-sized county, although one wonders where that "2293"
came from. Have we lost 1200 lakes? Are we drying up
because of some insidious side effect of global warming?
The names of the lakes are wonderful
Wolf’s Head,
Okahumpka, Diablo, Gourd, Gizzard, and Teardrop, to
name a few
and use every letter of the alphabet except
"X," including "Q" Quail, "Y" Yankee and "Z"
Zephyr. In fact, there seems to have been some early
attempt to name the Ocldawaha Chain of Lakes alphabeti
cally
Apopka, Beauclair, Carlton, Dora, Eustis, Frances,
Griffin, Harris, Island, Jem, etc., but it’s hard to trace, espe
cially as many of the lakes have changed names. There’s
not even agreement on how to spell names like Oklawaha:
the map of Lake County I got from AAA and most contem
porary sources spell it "Oklawaha," but the members of
the St. Johns River Water Management District have decid
ed that "Ocklawaha" is the more authentic, and spell it
with a "c" in all their maps and documents.
Of all these lakes, the best known today, to outsiders, is
Lake Dora, due mainly to the remarkable
success in the last decade of the little
W..
town on lts northeast shore Inhabltants
of the other lakes have dlfferent ldeas,
and many natives refer to the entire group of
of
lakes as "the Harris Chain." But Mount Dora has
become both a picturesque place in which to live,
retire, and work; and a magnet for tourists looking
for a break from the megabusyness of Disney and
Orlando, so it’s getting the publicity
Money maga
zine listed it as one of the three best places in the United
States to retire. This of course brings problems as well as
opportunity. There’s a battle on, for the water and the land,
that will determine the future of the county.
Right now, the signs are good: the water quality is
-

-

-

-

improving and Mount Dora, to most people, is a great suc
cess. But our water is always under siege, and the crowded
fast lanes of Orange County are inching closer and closer,
between city and town, industry and
so this is a war
environment, civilization and nature
that wifi never be
-

-
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Osceola: Last Stand Against ‘Encroachment’

O

sceola may have been the first democratically elected
leader in Florida. Although he was neither a Seminole
Indian nor a chief, he was chosen as the
SeminolelMiccosukeellimucuan leader because of his great
abilities, innate character, and natural nobility. In those old
days before polls or "spin," his forceful personality was recog
nized by all sides, including his opponents.
He was probably born on the Tallapoosa River among the
Creek Indians in what is now Georgia around 1804. His father
was an Englishman named William
Powell and his mother an Upper Creek
Indian; and for many years white
men referred to him as Billy Powell.
He moved with his mother and
some Red Stick Creek Indians to
central Florida when he was
ten years old.
By 1835, when the
Second Seminole War broke
out, he was called Osceola
and had long been protest
ing the white man’s
encroachment on Indian terri
tory. Various treaties had been
broken as settlers moved steadily south, pushing the Indians
into a smaller and smaller area of the Lake Region. By now
recognized as the Indians’ leader, Osceola organized the
ambush of Major Francis Dade’s detachment of 108 soldiers
near Bushnell and the murder of agent Wiley Thompson and
his men on December 28, 1835. This is generally thought of as
the first day of the War, which turned out to be the most
expensive and longest 1835-1842 Indian war in our history.
Osceola fought brilliantly, bravely and ruthlessly against
overwhelming numbers and superior arms for the Indians’
cause. The U.S. War Department maps, shown in Walter
Simes’s book, About Some Lakes and More in Lake County.
aren’t very accurate, but they show clearly the shrinking
Indian territory, and the various forts - like Fort Mason near
Lake Eustis and Fort Butler near Astor - that were impor
tant in the fighting. Generals Duncan Clinch, Winfield Scott,
Edmund Pendleton Gaines, and Abraham Eustis for whom
Lake Eustis is named all marched against Osceola from vari
ous directions without much success. But on October
27,1837, his followers weary, hungry and impoverished,
Osceola responded to a peace overture from Major General
Thomas 5. Jesup and was captured under a white flag of truce.
Jesup also captured Chief Micanopy and others in the same
way.
Osceola was sent to prison and died at Fort Moultrie,
South Carolina, on January31, 1838. The treacherous means
of his capture soon caused widespread public revulsion and
made Osceola a martyr and legend. In the following years,
General Zachary Taylor ended the war by defeating the leaderless and disorganized Indians. He was the only white comman
der to emerge from the Seminole War with an enhanced repu
tation, becoming, in 1849, the 12th president of the United
States. U

over. Not long ago, Vice President Al Gore
announced a 20-year $7.8-billion project designed to save
truly

the badly damaged Everglades. The plan to save the
Central Lake Region of Lake County seems cheap in com
parison
$93 million so far of public money.
-

‘

ater is the soul of Florida," said Jim

Conner, Program Manager for the

Lake Apopka branch of the water
management district. We were sitting
under a huge oak tree in a clearing at
the Field Station on the north side of Lake Apopka, by the
Apopka-Beauclair Canal. Spanish moss shook in the slight
breeze; a few butterflies hung in the air like delicate
mobiles. "The thing to remember is that Mount Dora over
looks Lake Dora, which is part of a very complicated and
polluted lake, stream and river system, and the cost of
inaction will be a lot more than the cost of what we’re
doing now."
I had known Jim more than 25 years ago, when he
was a poetry-writing student at Eckerd College. It was
exciting to see his passion and idealism still bubbling as he

talked about the devastation and salvation of Lake
County’s water system. Although Lake Apopka is the most

polluted large lake in Florida, and thus has polluted all the
other lakes to which it’s connected, Conner was optimistic.
"We’re going to solve this problem," he said, "and we’ve
S
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already started."
The water in Lake County runs mostly north, which
seems backwards if you’re looking at a map, though of
course it’s simply going from higher land though not
much higher to lower. The headwaters of the system begin
in the Green Swamp, which flows northward to Lake
Harris, and in Lake Apopka, which flows northward into
Lakes Beauclair and Dora. These lakes all flow into Eustis,
which is connected by Haines Creek to Lake Griffin. The
Dora Canal, linking Lake Dora and Lake Eustis, cuts
through a wildlife nesting area and is really a stream, part
of the Oklawaha River system, and is still called by some

"the most beautiful mile of water in the world."

MALCOLM YAWN PHOTOGRAPHY

The Oklawaha River itself, one of our few important
rivers flowing from south to north, starts at the north end
of Lake Griffin, and then meanders 75 miles up to the St.
Johns River. It’s a large, rich, interconnected system of
lakes and a major river; and dumping something into Lake
Apopka will kill fish in Lake Griffin and stop the tourists
from swinmMng at the elegant beach behind the Lakeside
Inn in Mount Dora, an aquatic example of the Domino
Theory in action.
The pollution of these lakes is fairly recent, historically
speaking, and happened fast. When Florida joined the
Union, the Central Region’s lakes and rivers became quick
ly famous, and canals were dug to link them together for
commerce and tourism. As early as 1880 President Ulysses
S. Grant took a trip along the Oklawaha, on the paddlewheel steamboat "Osceola." A writer with Grant’s party
described "the very narrow and wonderfully crooked
waters" that soon were attracting fishermen, sportsmen,
and vacationers from overseas as well as America. The
Oklawaha River basin was one of the world’s
suberb habitats for game fish.
Nature is tough, and has natural ways of
keeping itself clean as man and woman traipse
over it. Over centuries of time, the sawgrass
marshes worked as filters, sweeping detritus
away. Water slowly ran through the marshes and
river, cleansing itself, and light from the sun pen
etrated down to the bottom to keep the plant life
alive that the game fish needed to survive. A bal
anced system keeps lakes, as well as humans,
healthy.
By the late nineteenth century, entrepreneurs
like Henry Flagler, Peter Demens, and Hamilton
Disston were connecting florida towns and rivers
with railroads, to go along with the canals that
enabled steamboats to go from lake to lake, from
Jacksonville down the St. Johns and the Oklawaha

all the way to Lake Apopka. Steamboats crossed
Florida for roughly a century, from the I 820s to the

Lake Dora still has its boathouse row top photo, some being
renovated into luxury homes. But the days when It was prime
freshwater fishing territory as shown in center photo, circa I 920s,
and in a 1939 ad In Kim’s Guide to Florida, left have come and gone
thanks to agricultural pollution.
WINTER
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1920s. The orange trees brought to St. Augustine by the
Spaniards were spreading south through all of Florida,
especially in Lake County. The "golden triangle" of
Tavares, Eustis, and Mount Dora was named for the high
color and quality of its huge orange groves. Adrianne
Lowe, a real estate broker who grew up in Mount Dora,
recalls the "marvelous sweet smell that permeated the
town during orange-blossom time, making everyone
happy."
Until the 1940s, this increased human activity and the
region’s water got along well enough. Fishing camps
abounded, hotels were full, small family farms prospered;
towns, schools, and churches sprung up on the shores of the
multitudinous lakes. The Oklawaha River and its upper
basin absorbed everything. But changes were being made
that would eventually affect it all. After World War II, every
thing, especially farms, began getting larger.
To improve navigation, many waterways in Florida
were constantly being straightened, deepened, and cleared.
Early work in the 1960s on the Cross-florida Barge Canal
later killed by environmentalist opposition damaged the
upper Oklawaha. But the single biggest change to the river
system was the draining of land, so that farmers could take
advantage of the rich fertile marsh soils adjacent to the
rivers and lakes. Twenty thousand acres of Lake Apopka’s
marshes were drained for farming by a network of elaborate
ditches and canals that flowed into the Apopka-Beauclair
Canal and then downstream to Lake Beauclair. What used to
be Florida’s second largest lake behind Okeechobee sud
denly became its fourth, behind George and Kissimmee as
well. Later, dams were built to protect these areas from
flooding, but the "deed had been done," according to

WATERS

Conner, and the lake was already polluted.
There were benefits from all this reshaping and con
struction. The Oklawaha River and its basin were "tamed,"
floods were more or less controlled, transportation of all
kinds expanded, and around 30,000 acres of extremely pro
ductive "muck farms" were established. Popular Zellwood
corn and other quality vegetables were grown on the
drained lands. This not only fed, but employed, a large
number of people.
Unfortunately, it’s often the American way that success
breeds too much of a good thing. If one burger joint or gas
station does well, three or four more tend to spring up
around it until they’re all losing money, and they have to
start all over again. When Disney World appears, can Sea
World, Universal Studios, and Splendid China be far

behind?
The success of the muck farms was similar. By the I940s
big corporate farms were replacing the smaller family farms,
just as supermarkets replaced the neighborhood grocer and
baker; more levees turned more and more marshland into
farm land. The sawgrass marshes, that used to filter the lake
water, got separated from the lake. The main problem was
that when the fields were flooded to kifi parasites harmful
to the crops, the water would collect fertilizer and pesti
cides, and billions of gallons of water, full of phosphorous
and other damaging chemicals, would run back to the lakes.

The results were spectacular and disastrous. The lake
water became thick with algae fed by fertilizer discharges
from adjacent farms. Four to five feet of sediment formed on
the bottom of Lake Apopka and, along with the algae, shut
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Ibises
Nothing so parsed as a Florida
morning after a night rain: like pale
semi-colons lines ofhunched ibises
punctuate our lawns Sacred
to ancient pharaohs the ibises
ignore us grunting throughtfully
urnk urnk croo croo croo
no songbird they but emblems for the eye.
Th our dark left skiffs feather into mangrove
their cargo such stuff that dreams
are made on: temples and chariots
bought with hundred-dollar bills
Our cities decay like Karnak and
Dashur shaken kv violent children.
O Florida our Flowerland we need to worshzip
something beyond ourselves to learn
something in detail to love something
alive not a flag or a car but something
that breathes maybe anything
that breathes like the ibises here on our lawn
we know it works: Egyptians lived gently
in peace thousands ofyears! But now
a neighbor honks his horn and the ibises rise
See how they glide in diagonal lines:
a cuneiform code across our petnfied sky
spelling a holy word we can no longer read.
from "Ibises," ly Peter lie/nh

off light to the plants and the hard bottom that game fish

need to reproduce. When a hurricane or big wind stirred the
water, the lake would turn pea green. In fact, this was how
residents first realized what was happening: after a storm
they’d look at their nearby lake and discover it looked like
soup. Swimming stopped and the fish camps gradually
closed. Eventually, even alligators started dying off, often
with grotesque deformities.
Dr. Carol Lippincott, Field Program Manager for the
the water management district’s Upper Oklawaha River
Basin Project, works at the south end of Marion County,
near the Lake County line, from her office in a restored
I920s’ farm house at the Sunnyhill Restoration Area, a for
mer muck farm. "The worst pollution starts at Lake
Apopka," she said, "and works its way through the sys
tem." The Upper Oklawaha River Basin, which encompass
es the Harris Chain of Lakes and the upper Oklawaha River,
dominates and defines the environment of Lake County;
everything depends on it. Dr. Lippincott is young and
uncynical. She’s confident that these waters will gradually
become cleaner and clearer because of the District’s restora
tion program in the basin, focused on restoring filtering
marshes where vegetables were farmed for many decades. If
the

St.

Johns

River

Water

Management

Restoration

Program

hadn’t been implemented, the county’s drinking water,
more than 90 percent of which comes from groundwater
sources, would have been endangered.
In some ways, it’s amazing that it took so long for peo
ple to get up in arms about how foul their water system had
become. A stranger in the Lakeside Inn’s lobby told me
firmly, "Retirees don’t want the water to fluctuate a foot at
their docks: that’s all they care about!" The fish camps had

Steamboats Carry Supplies First, Tourists Later
n the mid-1800s the raucous swamp sounds along the Okiawaha River
were drowned out by the earliest steamboats to ply those waters.
They replaced the pole boats and barges powered by men, often slaves,
who used long poles to push the bottom of the river as they walked from
bow to stern, propelling the boat forward.
Early steam vessels were built specifically for the contours of
Oklawaha River, a shallow, often narrow stream with tortuous bends and
many obstructions. The boats were usually two-decks, the lower one for
freight and machinery and the upper level for passengers. They were pro
pelled by a recessed stern paddlewheel, turned by a pair of steam
engines. Early accounts describe the boats as "altogether unique.. an
appearance of having been placed in service just before completion...a
much more comfortable and serviceable craft than their appearance
would indicate."
The early history of the steamboats was driven by logistical supply
needs of troops during the Second Seminole War; a later era, by commer
cial interests. Supplies were carried inland, lumber and produce were
transported to the coast. Passengers traveled in both directions for the
waterways provided the easiest access to inland regions. Written
accounts describe a wild and wonderous country that, despite certain
discomforts, was a frontier that offered a new world of opportunities. U
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FROM OCKL4WAHA RIVEP STEAMBOATS BY EOWARO A. MUELLER

A 1907 postcard shows a steamboat along the
Oklawaha far left. An 1899 brochure center adver
tised the Hart’s Line season. Blueprints above show
views of the steamer Okahumkee, built in 1870.
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By the early 1940s, draining muck lands

Zellwood, top photo had begun. Even
now as restoration of Lake Apopka is in
progress, a boat motor stiis sediment
above. Where marshland has been
reestablished right endangered wood
storks gather.
near

begun to close in the ‘60s, and finally they were all closed.
By 1985, the main streets of Lake County, including Mount
Dora’s, were turning into wastelands, and enough people
had become disturbed, and hurt economically by the falloff
in fishing, swimming, and tourism in general, to get the
Legislature to pass the Lake Apopka Restoration Act and the
SWIM Act Surface Water Improvement and Management
program of 1987. So the problem is being attacked on sever
al fronts, not without controversy.
"The swamp marshes are like giant kidneys," Dt
Lippincott pointed out, "and we lost most of the kidneys of
Lake County." Now Dr. Lippincott and volunteers from the
community are involved in a transplant operation, replanti
ng marsh plants on former farm land that has been repur
chased by the State of Florida. Repurchasing the land,
though expensive, is the most direct way of stopping the
pollution at its source.
For most of the big farming corporations, the regula
tions passed to prevent pollution of the water system were
increasingly too complicated and expensive to implement.
Even those, like Duda, Inc., which cooperated with the the
water management district by building recycling ponds,
eventually had to move their operations elsewhere. In the
end, all the companies decided to sell their land around
Lake Apopka to the State.
NAFTA also was an influence here, as the whole veg
etable market in Florida became more competitive and less
12
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profitable, making owners more willing to sell. The restora
tion of these farmlands to functioning wetlands is a first
major step toward re-establishing the health of Lake
County’s water, and thus the health of the county in general.
Susan Howard, who works for Duda, said the company
tried its best to comply with the regulations, and in fact 5till
is working with the water management people to restore the
lake, in exchange for keeping their carrot-packing house in
operation
but they no longer farm in the area.
The main result of all this will be the gradual improve
ment of the water, as Conner and his team have begun cir
culating lake water through the restored wetlands, filtering
the phosphorous and pesticides out as the water passes over
the replanted marsh grass around Lake Apopka, and as
Lake Apopka gets cleaner, so wifi the lakes and rivers it
flows into.
But another, and disturbing, result of this farm-buying
operation is the push into unemployment of over 2,000 farm
workers. Some money has been set aside
around $200,000
for retraining programs, but critics like Bill Maxwell of
The St. Petersburg Times point out that this is peanuts com
pared to what the owners and corporations got -over
$90,000,000. It seems, after beating down the Indians, we’re
now picking on the legal immigrants and poor black farmworkers, who, although the least responsible for the pollu
tion, are the most vulnerable in the solution.
Lake County’s problem, for example, parallels the con-

-

-

flict between the EPA Environmental Protection Agency
and small businesses, such as restaurants, bakeries, dry
cleaners and auto shops, which are required to cut emis
sions. The regulations seem necessary for the long-term
well-being of our society, but the cost is usually borne by
those least able to afford it.
One reason for this is sad but obvious: These people
the farmworkers in particular
have no power and, rela
tively speaking, no votes. Many don’t speak English; many
more aren’t registered to vote. Steve I-Jitov, an attorney in
the Office of Rural Legal Services, observes, "The days of
family farms and neighborhood pickers are gone. All the
pickers pick for a living, not for extra money." In contrast to
California, workers here don’t have the legal right to collec
tively bargain, and the difficulty and importance of their
work goes unappreciated and unrepresented.
This is further complicated by what has been called
"the shameful and tarnished history of racism" in Lake
County. Occasionally even the Supreme Court has had to
step in, most notably in a notorious 1951 case in Groveland
where Sheriff Willis McCall shot two "escaping" black pris
oners who had been found guilty of murder at a patently
unfair trial. The Supreme Court had ordered a retrial, and
Thurgood Marshall, then a lawyer for the NAACP, long
before he was chosen by President Lyndon Johnson to be
the first black Supreme Court Justice, defended the accused
men, working mainly out of the back of his car, often physi
cally threatened and chased by the Ku Klux Klan. He lost
the case, but Governor LeRoy Collins, bravely and at con
siderable political cost, later commuted the remaining pris
oner’s death penalty.
-

30
In peagreen water deformed alligators
long for the banished heels of little children
Trout float to the surface of Lake Ahapopka
We must dig in and take our stand
We must stand and fight little sister
Okahumpka Swamp Stagger Mud Lake
Skillet Pond:
What wonderful names America has!
We need to take them back
buy the old houses stnp off the paint
back to the beam back to the grain
flowers in the porticoes again
this time not built on someone else bones
from "30," by Peter Meinke

-

The Human Cost Of
Muck Farm Cleanup

M

agalene Duncan joined her family
working on the Lake Apopka muck
farms in 1959. For ten years she
worked in the fields; for the next eighteen,
she labored indoors in packing houses as a
pieceworker bagging corn, radishes, and
carrots. One evening she learned on the
news that the muck farms were being closed
and purchased by the State of Florida. She
and her many friends would, within a year,
face the end of an agricultural era.
Now employed as the evening custodian
at Apopka High School, Duncan chooses to
live alone. Her life’s pleasures consist of
time she spends with her children, grand
children, and great-grandchildren and her
involvement with the Pleasantville Baptist
Church. She particularly loves spirituals. A
favorite is "If I Had To Reach Way Down,
Jesus Would Pick Me Up." U
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Race relations in Lake County, like the water, are better
now, but democracy’s freedoms require constant vigilance.
If the only way to clean the water is to buy up the farms,
how do you justify the human cost of this environmentally
sound project, which both Lippincott and Conner support?
Many people are hoping that Amendment Five, just ratified
by the voters, wifi help solve the problem. Amendment Five
streamlines the government by combining various environ
mental agencies into the Fish and Wildlife Commission.
Theoretically, this greater efficiency will result in more
financial aid for the farm workers’ retraining and rehiring.
This, however, remains to be seen.
Harlow Middleton, a local lawyer active in this area,
agrees that the buy-out of the fourteen large muck farms
was the right thing to do over time, "but it wasn’t handled
very well." The well-meaning people behind it were too
numerous for efficiency "like designing an elephant by
committee," Middleton said, and many didn’t understand
the culturtof Lake County, especially the minority and
Hispanic culture of the migrants. In addition, Maxwell
accuses the Water Management people of mishandling the
auctioning of the farm equipment bought by the state. "The
law earmarked 20 percent or a projected $6 million of the
money raised for retraining farm workers," he wrote, but in
actual practice the farm owners and the management dis
trict itself are profiting from this boondoggle they know
what to buy and at what price, with little money left over
for the displaced workers.
New governor Jeb Bush has made some very promising
pre-election moves, visiting the farmworkers and listening
for several hours to their problems. "These are very good,
noble, hard-working people," said Bush. "I’m here to collect
all of the information I can, so that I can determine the role
the governor can play." Now that he’s actually governor,
we’ll soon find out. In any case, in light of the good eco
nomic situation in Central Florida and the numbers of
employers recruiting nationwide for workers to come to the
area, the problem
may not be as mas
real though it is
sive as some have feared, though Maxwell and others
remain skeptical.
-

-

-
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Spanish Moss
Modern we’re too shy to pray so we talk about.
Spanish moss how it gets wet and heavy
in the rain pruning our oak trees When
we get home holding you safe between us branches
will twist knee-deep around the house the moss
clumped like seaweed.
from "Spanish Ifoss," by Peter lleinA’e
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ount Dora sits on this water and race
problem like a lily on an unstable pond.
Like another picturesque Florida attrac
tion, Seaside where the satirical movie
"The Truman Show" was filmed, Mount
Dora doesn’t seem exactly real. Some call
it a "cute New England town" grafted on
Florida soil to appeal to the Northerners
spilling out of Disney World.
Fanciful or not, it seems to work and
compared to
it has enough variety in its people,
Seaside, anyway
architecture, and econonomic distribution to make it a fulltime residential community. Like the Oklawaha River
Basin, Mount Dora is getting better and heading in the
right direction. Steps have been taken, and more are to
come. Even East Town, the primarily black district north of
the shopping village, has been getting redevelopment
grants. Everything is of a piece, and while it’s true that
some pieces get better treatment than others, the town as a
whole has made great strides in the past decade.
We arrived in Mount Dora and the Lakeside Inn on the
day in last October when the President’s Grand Jury tape
was released. The Inn was a good antidote. Our room was
right below the suite where Calvin Coolidge and his wife
had stayed, and we felt certain that President Coolidge
would never have given Monica Lewinsky a copy of
Whitman’s poems. Longfellow’s, maybe. But it’s hard to
imagine much hanky-panky going on within the dignified
walls of the old inn.
The history of Mount Dora is entangled with that of
the surrounding waters. The earliest map that records
"Lake Dora" is the "Map of the Seat of War in Florida,
1838," by U.S. topographical engineers, but Walter Sime
thinks the date of this map is suspect, and it may be a pre
dated copy of a later map. At any rate, it’s generally agreed
that Lake and Mount Dora are named for Mrs. Dora Ann
Drawdy. She and her husband were the area’s first record
ed permanent settlers, claiming 164 acres on the east end of
the lake, two miles south of Mount Dora. Although there
are discrepancies in the timing the Chamber of Commerce
gives it as 1846 most accounts agree that Dora Drawdy
befriended the government surveying party, so they named
the lake after het
The lake is about seven miles long and two miles wide,
and from the beginning, because of its elevation exagger
ated in early reports, probably because in flat Florida it
seemed high has been a spot attractive to visitors. The
area’s rolling hills added to its wide appeal to visitors used
to northern terrain. As soon as the Civil War was over and
life settled back down, homesteaders moved in. The first
officially recorded family was David Simpson, his wife and
two children in 1874.
-

-

PHOTO BY STEPHEN OOWELL

Tourists and locals in search of antiques throng to Mount

Dora’s Donnelly street.

Not long after that, hotels began to appear. The
Simpson Hotel, built by the descendants of those first
homesteaders, didn’t appear until 1925; but the Lakeside
Inn, destined to be tightly intertwined with the history of
Mount Dora, was built on the eastern shore of the lake in
1882-83, and is now the oldest building in a town full of
old buildings. At that time, there were only sixteen families
in the little village. It was first called the Alexander Inn,
after James Alexander, one of the builders the others were
John Donnelly and Colonel John MacDonald: These three
names are still prominent as one strolls around Mount
Dora.
In those days it had only ten rooms now it has 88.
Mount Dora was hard to visit, most people coming by a
combination of steamboat and wagon train, along the St.
Johns River from Jacksonville to the interconnecting lakes.
But in 1887 the first railroad service began, stopping close
to the Lakeside Inn in 1915 a charming little building was
built there, called the Seacoast Line Depot, which now
houses the Chamber of Commerce. The town’s population
began to surge.
In 1893 its most prominent landmark was built, the
graceful and intricate Donnelly House. Now the home of
Mount Dora Lodge #238, its Queen Anne style gives a
classy Victorian feel to the neighborhood. Mount Dora’s
architecture is basically more Quaint New England or Olde
Eustis has more Victorian
Americana than Victorian
homes
with a touch of Spanish influence suitable for
-

-

Florida. But the Donnelly House is a gorgeous exception.
Native Mount Dorans of course refer to it less gushingly,
describing it as "Steamboat Gothic" or "the Gingerbread
House."
Mount Dora was first called Royellou 1880, named
after the three children of Postmaster R. C. Tremain
Roy,
Ella, and Louis. This accounts for the Royellou Museum
and other references, but in 1883 it was renamed Mount
Dora, and the name stuck.
By the turn of the century thousands of ambitious
adventurers and young families were pulled to Florida in
general, and Mount Dora grew steadily with the rest of the
state. An early 20th century gazetteer has this entry:
Beautiful Mount Dora: Nature was lavishly liberal in
endowing Mount Dora with a town site of exceptional beauty.
Approached from the Lakeside our little city presents a vista of
Villas grouped on and among the rolling hills like undulating
terraces, that fringe the northeast shore of Lake Dora, the queen
the 1400 perennially fed lakes of Lake County. Entering
Mount Dora from either east or west by motor over velvety
roads, one cannot help but be impressed with the thought: "What
a pretty ‘homey’ place."
Eighty years later, this is still the impression one gets
when entering the town. Seaside, in the Panhandle, was
built to achieve that look; Mount Dora has somehow
and against the tides of modern industrial civilization
simply retained its old charm. How did this happen, while
towns and cities on all sides
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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You’re invited to a
true Florida experience!
7/41j
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any visitors to Florida knew a good thing when they saw it.
At the turn of the century Mount Dora and the surrounding
area of Lake County was a primary destination for many outof-state visitors. It offered the charm, beauty and serenity

7

that many were seeking in our southern paradise. Today, tens
of thousands of tourists from Topeka to Tokyo touch down in Orlando
and yet never experience this off-the-beaten-track community an hour’s
drive away. Even those who do venture beyond the theme parks and
highways often pass through quickly.
Those who want more out of travel in Florida can join us for the
1999 Florida Gathering in Mount Dora. This weekend event, sponsored
by the Florida Humanities Council FHC, is designed to explore the his
tory heritage, and environment of Florida’s out-of- the-way nooks and
crannies. Scheduled for March 19 21, 1999, this Gathering brings
together Floridians from throughout the state who want to know more
about their cultural heritage.
Participants will select from a variety of activities and programs, all
led by scholars, writers, and naturalists. You can learn about the distin
guishing features of Victorian and Craftsman architecture and visit a
handsomely restored and furnished Victorian home. Or, explore the
Lake Apopka region to learn about one of Florida’s most important envi
roninental clean-up projects. You can haunt the antique shops with an
expert on material heritage, visit bed-and-breakfast inns and meet the
innkeepers, travel the Golden Triangle and learn how history shaped
three communities. Bike, boat, or find a comfortable chair on the
porch of the Lakeside Inn, and immerse yourself in poetry with award
winning poets.
You will meet other Floridians from all over the state when we
gather under the tent on the grounds of the beautiful Lakeside Inn.
We’ll share food, stories, and entertainment. We’ll meet local folks
who will share their lives and scholars who will share their expertise.
Our weekend cultural adventure wifi help us to understand the
communit% environment, and history of Florida’s lake district.
-
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PROGRA
ZORA AND MARJORIE MEET AGAIN
o of Florida’s literary giants were
friends. Both were women, one black
and one white. Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings moved to Cross Creek as an
adult, and there she not only found a
home, but the literary inspiration for her
most celebrated writing. Zora Neale
Hurston returned to her childhood home
of Eatonville to collect the stories that
found their way into her books both of
fiction and folklore. They knew each
other, spent time together, and shared a
love of Florida.
Rawlings and Hurston will meet
again for a special, pre-Gathering din
ner in Mount Dora. They will offer
remembrances of life in Florida, their
relationship, and their mutual friends.
Recreated by Phyllis McEwen, as
Hurston, and Betty Jean Steinshouer, as
Rawlings, the Iwo writers will live again
in a "chautauqua" presentation.
Following their dialogue as the writ
ers, McEwen and Steinshouer will step
out of character and discuss the authors’
lives and works. The women will present
a dramatic, fine-tuned performance as
well as an in-depth scholarly analysis of
these famous Florida authors.
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THE DORA CANAL:
"THE MOST BEAUTIFUL MILE
OF WATER IN THE WORLD"

I

GOSPEL AND BLUES ON SUNDAY
MORNING WITH ROY BOOK BINDER

F

lorida blues virtuoso Roy Book Binder
had the good fortune to spend time
traveling with the legendary Rev. Gary
Davis the famous street singing-evange
list who was catapulted to fame during
the folk revival of the ‘60s. He learned
at the master’s knee of the symbiotic
relationship between gospel and blues
music; how the early blues songs of the
‘30s and ‘40s were inspired by gospel
music and ironically, how many gospel
songs were in turn inspired by the music
of the blues.
Book Binder took the lessons to
heart. Now a full-time blues musician,
Roy brings to the stage a wealth of infor
mation and many personal remem
brances of his days with Rev. Davis, all
delivered in a humorous and engaging
style. He will begin the Sunday mornin
Gathering program with a repertoire of
blues standards, Florida songs, original
compositions, and a menu of stories that
ties them all together.
-

-

-
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the March 19-21,
1999 Florida Gathering,
tear out the postcard mail
er and return it to the
Council. You will receive a
brochure and a registration
form. Or, visit the FHC
Website at fiahum.org for
complete registration infor
mation. Registration fees
cover all scheduled pro
grams, meals, and enter
tainment $150 for FHC
members, $180 for nonmembers.
for

t’s a piece of Florida that Disney, or
Busch Gardens, can’t replicate the
Dora Canal. While most tourists, who
don’t venture further than the attractions,
miss this aspect of Florida completely,
participants at the 1999 Gathering will
have an opportunity to see it up close
and revel in its natural beauty and abun
dant wildlife.
Coined the "Elfin River" by an early
visitor who saw it at night as an enchant
ed fairyland, the Dora Canal has a long
history. It is actually a part of the
Oklawaha River system, a natural stream
connecting two lakes, that has seen com
merce, logging, and dredging but has
also engendered the passion of local
people. Once, when engineers proposed
turnin9 the meandering stream into a
straight-shot canal, area residents rose
up and prevented further destruction of its
natural state.
Thanks to some ecology-minded for
bears, the canal and surrounding land
were preserved. Today, ancient cypress
trees bear lofty osprey nests, turtles sun
themselves on logs, egrets and the occa
sional alligator or two fish for dinner and
blend naturally into the seamless beauty
of the Dora Canal.
-

1999 FLORIDA GATHERING
PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

* Clapboard and Columns
Architectural Tour
* Bed and Breakfast Insider Tour
* Golden Triangle History Tour
* Dora Canal Wildlife Tour
* Antiques with Stories to Tell
Walking Tour
* Lake Apopka Environmental
Restoration Tour
* Little New England Bike Tour
* Lake Apopka The Last Harvest
* Florida Poetry by the Lake
-

-
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BOB PATTERSON BRINGS FLORIDA
MUSIC TO THE GATHERING
the tradition of Florida folksingers

InWill McLean and Gamble Rogers, Bob
Pa#erson writes and sings songs of
Florida. Hailing from St. Auaustine, he
will bring his special brand of Florida
folk music to the Gathering tent on
Saturday evening.
Like many of us, Patterson is a trans
plant who has learned to love his new
home. He was fortunate to meet the
fomous "Black Hat Troubadour," Will
McLean, who encouraged him to focus
his songwriting on Florida. His friend
ship with legendary Gamble Rogers, who
died in 1991 while trying to save a
drowning swimmer, made Patterson the
driving force behind the annual Gamble
Rogers Folk Festival. His latest release,
"A Place in My Heart," features stories
and songs that reflect Patterson’s con
tinuing appreciation for and connec
tion to our state.
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FLORIDA POETS EXPLORE
SENSE OF PLACE

T

he tranquil setting of the Lakeside Inn
is a perfect location to settle back and
allow yourself the luxury of just thinking.
Often the best guides for interesting,
provocative thoughts are poets; those
word artists who help us to see the world
in new ways. Join two award-winning
Florida poets, Phyllis McEwen and Peter
Meinke, as they explore Florida poetry
that has fostered a sense of place.

A

LILY ON

UNSTABLE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
saw their originalappeal
buried under concrete and asphalt, along with the irritat
ing architecture and incessant noise of gas stations, used
car lots, and the big chain stores?
Two main events helped separate Moi.mt Dora from
the other towns and hamlets that were growing up around
it: the month-long visit of former President Calvin
Coolidge in February 1930, and the diverting of the pro
posed Highway 441 from the center of town to its perime
ter in the late 1950s.
Although at the turn of the century Tavares was the
county seat, and Eustis was bigger and more bustling, the
fame of Mount Dora grew faster than its actual size. Lake
Dora was popularly known as the cleanest of the lakes,
and was a favorite for fishing and swimming. The reputa
tion of Mount Dora’s hotels for rustic and charming vaca
tions continued to grow with the town, culminating in

A Top & the HS ot

Central Flori&

WATERS

February 1930, with the well-publicized stay at the
Lakeside Inn of Coolidge and his wife. While there,
Coolidge dedicated the newly completed additions of the
Inn’s Tudor-style Gables and Terrace wings. What had
begun as a simple Colonial inn was now an elegant hotel.
In the glare of international publicity, Coolidge’s wife,
Grace, planted a pine tree at Mount Dora’s community
center.
This priceless advertising brought an influx of wellheeled visitors, executives and college presidents, plus
writers and artists who found the town congenial and the
hunting, fishing, swimming, and sailing wholesome and
romantic. A certain tone was set, relaxed but upscale
it’s
typical that lawn bowling is popular here, as well as golf,
tennis, and sailing. The Inn stifi hosts an annual sailing
regatta
now the oldest in the state
but the fishing is
poor and no one swims off the beach anymore; at least
they didn’t while we were there. Many of these
visitors eventually moved to the area, bringing a
particular style, with an interest in aesthetics
almost as strong as their interest in economics.
was a Chautauqua kind of town that naturally
evolved into Festival City.
As the years passed, the Lakeside Inn had
several changes in ownership, but one family, the
Edgertons, affected a lot more than the hotel: they
changed the history of Mount Dora. The
Edgertons first came to Mount Dora in 1901, on a
vacation, like everyone else. They liked it so
much they came back every winter and finally, in
1919, bought "The Log Cabin," a house just
south of the main building, for a winter home.
When the Inn, by now called Lake House,
fell on hard times in 1924, Charles Edgerton and
a group of investors bought it and in 1933
-

-
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Then and now: The Lakeside Inn In an undated postcard from early this century and the inn and its dock as they appear today.
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DISCO VER

MOUNT DORA
ust 30 minutes north of down
town Orlando you’ll find a slice
of "New England in Florida."
This quaint waterfront community
is noted as the "Antique Center of
Florida." Mount Don is filled with
antiques, specialty stores, great restau
nnts, bed and breakfasts and historic
inns.
*

*

Mount Dora

Area Chamber of Commerce

*

If you’re an antique collector, don’t

forget to visit the largest antique and
collector’s center in Florida-Ren
ninger’s Antique Center. You’ll find
jewelry, glass, china, silver, furniture,
porcelain, art pottery and primitives
items. Over 200 indoor and air condi
tioned shops staffed by individual
shop owners, willing to assist you with
your shopping needs. There are also
special outdoor antique shows every
third weekend of each month with
hundreds of additional dealers. Located
on 115 acres on the east side of New
Hwy. 441, east of Mount Don. "Flori
da’s largest source of antiques.’

Village Merchants
ssoç

...........

RENNINGER’S

ANTIQUE
CENTER:

OPEN
SATURDAY
AND SUNDAY
9A.M.-5P.M.

TOLL FREE
1-800-522-3555
*

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE MOUNT DORA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AT 352 3832l65.
VISIT OUR wEBSITE AT www.MT.DORA.COM

-

-

changed its name to the Lakeside Inn. Charles made his
son, Richard, manager in 1935, and Richard owned and
managed the hotel until 1980. However, to most of the
older residents in town, Richard Edgerton is known not
primarily as the ex-manager of the Lakeside Inn but as
"the man who kept the highway out of Mount Dora."
One of Calvin Coolidge’s memorable statements was,
"The business of America is business." In the 1950s, the
businessmen and citizens of Mount Dora had to make a
very practical and long-reaching decision. The new
Highway 441 was scheduled to run right through its com
mercial district
the old one was already there, running
along Highland Street
bringing progress, jobs and new
businesses, and most likely serious traffic, noise, and the
quicker pulse of a "Type A" life-style.
The town was divided on the question, as towns tend
to be, along the lines of Progress vs. Tradition; and many of
the older locals remember the bitter fight over the future
direction of the town. But the group in favor of keeping
Mount Dora small, quaint and "livable" had the good for
tune of being headed by Edgerton, at that time Florida’s
Hotel and Restauiant Conmiissioner as well as
manager/owner of the Lakeside Inn. Edgerton, by dint of
his official position, was able to get the ear of Governor
LeRoy Collins, who stepped in and had the highway
diverted outside of town, closer to Eustis and Tavares.
And, as Robert Frost’s poem "The Road Not Taken," says,
"that has made all the difference."
There were some bumps along the way, but from that
point on Mount Dora was destined to remain a village
instead of growing up to be a city In the ‘60s and ‘70s the
problem was
as the people who were pro-highway had
predicted; no jobs. Adrianne Lowe remembers that "unless
you were a doctor, a lawyer, or a citrus grower, everyone
had to get work out of town," which led to the gradual
loss of young people, who migrated to Orlando,
Jacksonville and Atlanta.
But she also remembers wonderful Senior Proms at the
then un-airconditioned Lakeside Inn, "always coordinated
with the town and the shops, like Sally’s Dress Shop, that
were surviving." There were 28 students in her graduating
class. Mount Dora "was a naturaliy beautiful area that
made you dissatisfied with other places," Lowe observed.
Antique stores were prominent downtown then as now,
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A chorus
class
gathers at

Chautauqua
in Mount
Dora, 1891.
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Chautauqua: A Winter Assembly
ill the Land of Summer

W

est of town, along the shore ef Lake Dora, lies a piece
of local history that is easily everlooked.
Chautauqua Park, while a very small triangle ef land,
memorializes a very long tradition. The Florida Chautauqua,
fashioned after the "Mother Chautauqua" in upstate New
York, was a regular visitor to Mount Dora.
Chautauqua began as an educational institution in 1874
to provide summer school training for Sunday School teach
ers. It proved enormously popular and evolved into both a
correspondence course and numerous traveling summer tent

programs across America. In an effort to sustain the momen
tum of the summer excitement, organizers sought a place
similar to Lake Chautauqua, "where the winter climate and
atmosphere were conducive to the outdoor living and fresh
air so important to creative learning." DeFuniak Springs in
the Florida panhandle was chosen as the winter home.
Buildings were erected, campsites created, and the concerts,
impersonations, lectures, travelogues, and devotions provided
imaginative and educational entertainment.
Additional Assembly Grounds, complete
with auditorium, hotel, and tent sites, were
established in Mount Dora in early 1888. Visitors
and residents came by train and steamboat.
They gathered from morning until evening, revel
ing in cultural entertainment and intellectual
stimulation. The annual programs provided
forums for famous speakers like William Jennings
Bryan, who once gave SO lectures in 28 days on
the traveling Chautauqua circuit. Winter home
to many northern visitors and a tranquil, peace
ful setting as well, Mount Dora was a natural site
for the annual assemblies. *

--

but "in those days they were rarely opened." Empty stores
and hotels were not uncommon. As with many others,
Lowe moved to Orlando to live and find a job.
In 1984 Renninger’s Twin Markets
Florida’s largest
antiques and collectibles market
opened and began
drawing large weekend crowds to the outskirts of town.
The combination of Renninger’s and the already existing
antique shops gradually earned Mount Dora the reputation
of being "the Antique Capital of Florida." Right after that,
in the mid-I 980s, a group of local merchants got together
to form the Community Redevelopment Agency and in
1991 they hired Bob Beaugrand to head it.
Bob Beaugrand had a vision, and what’s more, he was
good at financing it. With a skillful use of tax dollars,
Beaugrand and the Agency invested millions of dollars in
downtown redevelopment and beautification. Trees were
planted, benches installed, storefronts remodeled and
painted and, most importantly, imlike
other villages that just seem to sprawl
until they get out of hand, the town was
coordinated. The general color scheme is
yellow and green, matcg the sedate
H shades of the Lakeside Inn. A yellow and
green "antique" trolley makes its rounds.
On the streets away from the commercial
district, azaleas and bougainvilleas splash
the neat houses with brighter colors.
In the last ten years, said Beaugrand,
over twenty million dollars have been
reinvested in the commercial district, and
although this naturally makes for a lot of
minor bickering, the town has been willing
to tax itself because of the results.
"Downtown was blighted," Lowe told us,
t: "and now it works. I don’t see anything
jtJ that happened that was bad."
businesses, mostly smaller and
often connected with the arts, began to fol
low Renninger’s and, as America’s economy soared, so did
Mount Dora’s. The people who moved in were those who
wanted to live there, like Lowe, who was able to move
back into her old house; or like Diana Lucas, an artist who
specializes in making and restoring mysterious carousel
-

-

A sailing regatta enjoys a breezy
day on Lake Dora in 1950 in front

of the old yacht club top. Former
President Calvin Coolidge helped
put the Lakeside Inn and Mount
Dora on the map In hIs 1930 vIsit
shown with then-proprietor
Charles Edgerton, at far right In
photo, right Charles’ son, Richard,
below is credited with saving
Mount Dora’s charm by diverting
a I 950s highway out of town.

The Magic Kingdom
Why do so many fat people go to Disney World
haunches lapping over the little seats
in the Grand Prix or Mr Thud’s Wild Ride?
Does one feel weightless there reality displaced
so you soon begin sniffing plastic roses
and they really smell like roses but better?
from "The Magic
Kingdom," /y Peter Meinke
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In contemporary Mount
Dora, patrons enjoy a
leisuzely lunch at Eduardo’s
loft. Signs beckon
mtiquers. above

Victorian Charm? Not Exactly

F

ollowing the tourist brochures, most visitors to Mount
Dora arrive expecting a town that "exudes Victorian
charm." Their expectations are satisfied when they spy
the Donnelly House, the only true Victorian structure in town.
Located only steps from the center of town, this beautifully
restored home is hard to miss. Built by a pioneer resident in
1895, the building is on the National Register of Historic
Places and now houses a Masonic lodge
For those who venture beyond downtown, the true archi
tectural charm of Mount Dora becomes apparent. The town is
filled with classic Arts and Crafts style homes; bungalows with
wide porches and sheltering overhangs that
make the houses appear to nestle into the
earth. The woodwork is heavy but is usually
square or simple rather than ornately builtup in layers or with gingerbread and spindles
as in Victorian.
The style, often referred to as
Craftsman Bungalow, was popularized by
Gustav Stickley. His magazine The Craftsman
proselytized the Arts and Crafts philosophy,
sold house designs, and offered dictates for
good living. The primary inspiration for the
Craftsman style was to look to nature, local
materials, local building traditions, and to
design and construct after the manner of
honest craft traditions. The philosophy was
best articulated by nineteenth-century
English poet and artist William Morris:
"Have nothing in your homes that you
do not know to be useful or believe to be
Donnelly
beautiful. *

House
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horses. Lucas had been living and working in Miami, and
was tired of the stress of daily life there.
"Mount Dora’s like a magic bubble," she said, over an
amazing piece of "boterkoek" in the Windsor Rose, an
English Tea Room on Fourth Avenue. Lucas has bought a
house in town that she loves. We were unable to see it, as
it was being tented for termites: termites in a magic bub
ble? The area has blossomed in the last five years, she
said, into a community where artists are both welcome and
comfortable.
Karin Bernard, Assistant General Manager of the
Lakeside Inn, told us that Mount Dora’s annual Arts
Festival, held each February, which began back in 1978,
draws close to 300,000 people and was rated the Best in the
South last year Painters, potters, sculptors, writers have
moved into the area. This is
what happened to lovely
Gatlinburg, Tennessee
but
instead of letting the town be
trashed, like Gatlinburg,
which is now an ugly strip
town crammed with pottery
shops and cheap tourist sou
venirs, with no place to walk
the Redevelopment
Agency has been strict about
those coming in and what
they can do. The Agency, a
mixture of new and old
Mount Dorans, has partly
encouraged and partly
enforced a high standard of
building and upkeep
throughout the town.
One of Mount Dora’s strengths is that it looks like a
New England vifiage, with a little exotic Spanish and
Victorian flavor tossed in as accents. Its oak-lined streets
-

-
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A FEAST FOR THE MIND!

Tenth Annual Zora Neale Hurston Festival
of the Arts and Humanities

in the

Humanities Panel:

"The Millennial Challenge: Cultural Continuity"
Professor Amiri Baraka, Poet/Playwright
* Rosa Guy, Author
* Eleanor Traylor, Ph.D.

Wednesday, January 27 7:30 p.m.
-

In Conversation with Dr. John Hope Franklin
The James B. Duke Professor Emeritus of History Duke University
-

Thursday, January 28 7:30 p.m.
-

-

Free & Open to the Public

-

227 E. Kennedy Blvd., Eatonville, FL 32751; 407 647-3307 Fax 407 647-3959;
E-mail: zora@cs.ucfcdu; or visit our website http://www.cs.ucfedu/-’zora

For completefestivaiprograrn:

The Zora Neale Ilurston Festival of the Arts and humanities isa presentation ofThe Association to Preserve the Eatonvihle Community, Inc. P.E.C.
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Handcrafting 100% natural hair and
skin care products for over 30 years.
No chemical additives. No mineral
oils. No artificial ingredients of any
kind. Over 200 hair, skin and bodycare products made from herbs and
vitamins- 100% synthetic free and
never tested on animals. Environ
mentally safe products in recyclable
packaging. Organic ingredients used
whenever possible. Member of the

Ma4orie Kinnan Rawllngs

Writers Workshop
*

Writing the Region
S

S

S

Discover the nuances and techniques of regional writing

Fiction, Poetry, Non-Fiction, Freelancing.
Historical Fiction and Non-Fiction,
How to Get Published, Character Development,
Structuring Your Narrative.
Writing with a Sense of Place,
Writing for Screen, Stage. and the Media.
Writing for Children. W-ltlng with Humor,
Writing a Regional Field Guide,
Research, Publication, & Marketing Techniques

Organic Trade Association.
Look for us in
better health
food stores

evetywhere or
call to order our
frill-color catalog
1-800-A UBREYIL

Visit the Marjorie Kinnan Rawllngs Historical Site

July 28 August 1, 1999
-

visit our website at
http:llwww.aubrey.organics.com.

Gainesville and Cross Creek, FlorIda
Call toll free 888.917-7001 or 352-378-9166

ALJBREY®

for more Information

CRGAf’JICS

4-419 N. Manhattan Ave.,Tampa, FL 33614
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LIGHTHOUSES

Softcover * $10.95 * ISBN 1-56164-162-0
6 xS * 209 pages * 110 b&w photos * 12 pages color photos
Explore over 850 of florida’s most fascinating
museums and collections of art - including
sculpture gardens, archeological sites, and his
toric homes - to discover works by some of
florida’s most famous artists and visionaries.
Anne Jeffrey and Aletta Drelier

Roger Bansemer

ART LOVER’S

BANSEMER’S

GUIDE TO FLORIDA

Softcover - $18.95 * ISBN 1-56164-144.8
0 x 9 * 240 pages * 50 b&w photos* 24 pages color photos
Art is different things to different people, and here
is a ‘collection" for everyone. This comprehensive
guidebook wifi take you to 86 of the most dynamic
and exciting art groupings in florida.
Bruce Hunt
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Boon

OF

FLORIDA LIGHTHOUSES
Hardcover * $29.95 ‘ ISBN 1-58164-172-3

Coming
in
February

9 a 12 - 144 pages ‘ color illustrations throughout
Written and fully illustrated by internationally
known artist Roger Bansemer, this hook, depicting
Florida’s thirty lighthouses in over 200 paintings
and drawings, is sure to be an instant collector’s
treasure.

FLORIDA

Softcover’ $14.99 - ISBN 1-50104-128-0
0 x 9 * 224 pages * 150 b&w photos * a pages color photos
Get out of the city and visit 39 of Florida’s most

interesting small towns. Includes a chapter

on

Mount Dora.
Bruce Hunt

PINEAPPLE PRESS

P.O. Box 3899 SARASOTA. FL 34230-3899
PHoNE: 941 359:0888 Fax: 941 351-9988
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Softcover $12.95 * ISBN 1-5e104-l80-4
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KEYS

Hardcover * $24.05 * ISBN l-56184-leO-X
Softcover * $18.95 * ISBN 1-56164-165-0
Ox 9 * 304 pages * b&w photos plus l2page color insert
The latest in our popular lighthouse series features
Intriguing, weli-reeearched accounts of the ship.
wrecks, construction mishaps, natural disasters,
and Indian attacks that plagued the florida Keys’
lighthouses.

OR DIRECT FROM TIlE PUBLISHER.

1-800-PINEAPL 746-3275

FOR A FREE CATALOG

A LILY ON UNSTABLE
are wide and walkable, the buildings
low and inviting, the lake close and
available. Porticoes, awnings and
colonades offer shade, and invite
strolling along the main streets of the
business district. Besides the Lakeside
Inn there are a number of handsome
old bed-&-breakfast places like
Simpson’s, Christopher’s, and the
Mount Dora Historic Inn. It’s a place
where you can meander around,
browse, and have a cup of coffee at
one of its many small cafés. While
everywhere else was turning into
malls and supermarkets, Mount Dora
has managed to stay small in scale.
One of its mottoes, aimed at those
whose nerves are jangled by contem
porary civilization, is ‘Where what
once was, still is."
Of course, it’s typical of this
upscale tone, that you can get a lot
more than just an ordinary cup of joe.
You can sit in the Dickens-Reed
Bookstore on Fifth Avenue and have a
cappucino while reading The New
York Times, which they also sell.
Mount Dora has the oldest inland
yacht club in Florida, an antique boat
festival in March, a bicycle fair, and
an antique car festival that takes over
the Lakeside Inn, with everyone
dressing in the style of the 1920s and
attending low and high teas.
An interest in health and good
food is everywhere. A holistic health
fair is catching on this is Festival
Cit remember. Jan Lucas, manager
of Living Foods on Fifth Avenue, told
us "Mount Dora is a unique area,
where a kind of New Age mentality
mixes with the Old South. People
emigrate from everywhere, looking
for the good life," she said, "which
includes good health." We sat in her
little restaurant munching on veggie
burgers and salad, drinking a deli
cious vegetable juice she concocted
for us in a state-of-the-art juicer, and
felt healthier immediately.
The flow of tourists ensures
steady business for the town’s restau
rants, and there’s something for
almost everyone. We had
chimichangas and gazpacho at
Eduardo’s, along with margaritas that
were as tasty as the vegetable juice,
though perhaps not as healthy. We
enjoyed a fine Caesar Salad and a

WATERS

grouper sandwich at the Palm Tree
Grille. People recommended Bacco’s
Italian Restaurant, the Lakeside Inn’s
Beauclaire Dining Room, the Gables,
Cafe Gourmet-to.Go, and others; but
the one that got the most recommen
dations, during our few days of wan
dering around, was the Goblin
Market tucked in an alley off
Donnelly Street. We saved it for our

last night. I liked the name, which is
derived from a long, marvelously
overheated children’s poem by
Victorian poet Christina Rossetti
1830-l894,that begins: Morning and
evening / Maids heard the goblin cry I
"Come buy our orchard fruits, / Come
buy, come buy: / Apples and quinces, I
Lemons and oranges, / Plump unpecked
cherries, / Melons and raspberries, /
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Bloom-down-checked peaches, / Swart
headed mulberries, / Wild free-born cran
berries
/ Taste them and try."
The restaurant, with its dark inte
rior and booklined walls, comfortable
and romantic, didn’t disappoint. The
crab bisque was sensational.
Everything was good, from the salad
to the veal. We strung the evening
out, talking about Mount Dora and all
. . .

LILY ON

UNSTABLE

WATERS

the lakes; and after a while, we real
ized the other patrons were doing the
same. They seemed to be locals rather
than tourists, familiar with the wait
ers and waitresses. One of the nice
things about Mount Dora is that, so
far at least, it has managed to be suc
cessful without being too successful
like Key West, for example, which
is getting so overrun with tourists

-

UNIVERSITY

The

Christmas Eve

Cookbook

With Tales of Nochebuena and Chanukah
Ferdie Facheco and Luisita Sevilla Pacheco
"[Pachecol can make you laugh
alone,"- lAIasIIitIgtoil Post

out loud

in a room

"Ferdie Pacheco and his wife Luisita Sevilla Pacheco
stir up a melting pot of immigrant lore and cuisine in
America.’-Puhl is/tees Weekly
Cloth, $19.95

"A River in Flood" and Other Florida
Stories by Marjory Stoneman Douglas
Edited by Kevin M. Mccarthy
Marjory Stoneman Douglas is cherished as the grande
dante of Florida writers. Even after her death, she
remains the nation’s best link to a remarkable era in
Florida history. The timeless themes of her stories hI this
new collection resonate with interest for readers today.
Illustrations by Larry Leshair Cloth, 539.93 Paper, $1 7.95

The Enduring Seminoles
From Alligator Wrestling

to Ecotourism
Patsy West
Illustrated with 30 evocative
photographs, West’s book
supplies an original and
colorful social and economic
history of an unconquered
people. Often told in the words
of the nmny Seminoles whom
West interviewed, this book is
the only one available on the
topic of the cultural tourism
activities of an Indian tribe.
The Florida History and Culture Series
Cloth, 524.95

Florida’s

Indians
from Ancient Times
to the Present
Jerald T. Milanich
"Gives readers a personal tour
through time, tracing this
history of the florida Indians in
a language accessible to every
one," - St. Petersburg Times
Cloth, $3995 Paper. $19 95

Order through full-service
booksellers, with VISA or M/
toll free: 1-800-226-3822, or
though our website at http://
nersp. nerdc.uIl.ed u/-u pf
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that that the oldtimers feel out of
place: too crowded, too expensive.
People who live in Key West tend to
say "It’s not like it used to be." People
who live in Mount Dora tend to say
"It’s better than it used to be."
Not everyone, of course. James
Shaw, a thin elderly man who is pro
prietor of the Mount Dora Pharmacy
on Donnelly, stood by his eerily
empty shelves, like a scene out of a
Dickens’ novel, and said softly,
"Mount Dora’s going to hell. Too big.
Nothing for anyone to come to town
for except restaurants and antique
shops. No bakery. No grocer." It’s
true that gourmet shops proliferate,
rather than the more basic stores.
Occasionally the phone at the phar
macy would ring; apparently the
Mount Dora Pharmacy fills orders.
But it looks like most people go to the
Walgreens a couple of miles out of
town on the highway, where you will
also find the supermarkets and gas
stations and the other purveyors of
the staples we all need.
Still, it’s clear that most Mount
Dorans have a more upbeat take than
Shaw, even those who never left. Jeff
Herbst, a restorer and repairer of old
furniture who is an artist in his own
right, has been in his shop "I. P.
Herbst" on North Highland Avenue
for 23 years. "This was the old 441,"
he said, pointing out his front door,
"going straight down to Miami." In a
town filled with old houses and old
furniture, he has the perfect skill to
prosper in this area.
His shop is crammed with
scratched, cracked, and broken old
beds, bureaus, chests, and tables that
he patiently brings back to their for
mer beauty. Almost as lovely as any
thing else is the extensive, carefully
wrapped set of gleaming chisels of all
sizes and shapes, for all possible cuts,
digs, slices and shavings. He handles
them like expensive jewelry.
Right now Jeff is collaborating
with Diana Lucas, repairing old
carousels, including a Mighty Mouse
from the 1950s, while Diana paints
them as well as making some of her
own. Her business, "Diana Lucas:
Carousels," is in a corner of his work
ing area, giving a visitor to the shop
the feeling of having walked through

Recipe from the Goblin Market:
Irish Whiskey Onion Soup
2 medium yellow onions
/ cup Jamesons irish whiskey
/ cup red wine
4 cups veal stock
Cannelize onions in olhv’ oil, stir
ring constantly. Deglaze with
whiskey and red wine. Reduce by
half Add in stock, reduce by half
season. Serve in crock, top with
croutons and cheeses. Broil until
brown.
Jc Lucas above, matager of Living
mentality mixes with the Old South."

Foods

on

Fifth Avenue, says In Mount Dora "New Age
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The Formula for
Library Automation Success

We wiped the slate clean and built a Windows® NT library automation system that
adds up. M3 features the latest technology Z39.50 version 3; 32-bit client/server
architecture; a true MARC record engine; year 2000 compliancy; plus flexibility,
scaleability and unsurpassed technical support all at an affordable price.
SIRS Mandarin M3TM equals the formula for library automation success.
-

-

To learn more about SIRS Mandarin M3, speak with a library automation
specialist today at 1-800-232-SIRS ore-mail mandarin@sirs.com.

SIRS
SIRS Mandarin, Inc.
P.O. Box 2348
Boca Raton, FL 33427-2348
1-800-232-SIRS * wwwsirs.com

MANDARINt
.

surs

MANDARIN,.

SIRS CANADA

9630 Route Trans Canadlenne
Montréal, Québec H4S 1V9
1-800-361-1407 * www.sirs.com

ARE YOU TAKING
AN INTEGRATED APPROACH
IN MANAGING YOUR WEALTH?
AN INTEGRATED WEALTH MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
CAN CREATE SUBSTANTIAL, LONG-TERM BENEFITS.

Superior

long-term

wealth

management

requires the integration of investment,
tax and estate planning issues. Over 90
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years of experience has taught us that
comprehensive long-term plans are
essential to minimize taxes and achieve
the type of superior returns necessary
to have fortunes span generations.
And experience also proves that
reducing taxes in a portfolio
significantly increases an investor’s
long-term wealth. Too often,

individuals approach each area
separately and fail to receive the
compound performance benefits
that can be achieved with an
efficient and fully integrated
wealth management program.

Bessemer has under one roof the
experience in asset management, tax, financial
and generational planning necessary to develop and coordinate
your long-range wealth management program. If you have $5 million to invest,

and would like to learn more about Bessemer and its wealth management
services, please call or write Frank E. Helsom at 561 655-4030.

Bessemer Trust
ENHANCING PRIVATE FORTUNES FOR GENERATIONS
222 Royal Palm Way, Palm Beach, Florida 33480
The Bessemer Trust Companies: Offices in New York, Palm Beach, Miami, Naples,
Washington, DC, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, London, Grand Cayman
E-Mail at: wealth@bessemercom

Lake Dora... a

good place

...

a

Lewis Carroll’s Looking-Glass, with the glazed eyes of
carousel horses staring out of the darker corners. In a town
with enough artists, there are always going to be surprises.
You know this is a hot place, not a sleepy burg, when
the main businesses listed in the Chamber of Commerce
Membership Directory Guide are real estate agencies and
restaurants. The Mount Dora Topic, the town’s weekly news
paper, is full of ads and announcements, lots of land trans
actions. Mount Dora has become a going concern, which is
its hope and worry. The town fathers and mothers are
going to have to keep Mount Dora’s charm humming,
without letting it fly off the ground. So far, they’re striking
the balance well. If the economy holds and the water
clears, the future tooks good. They’re considering getting
the train to run again, at least on a few short scenic routes.
Harlow Middleton agrees that the town has made
good choices and "has gone the right way for the long
haul." It has paid off to be restrictive, to choose new ten
ants not for big bucks but for diversity and a Mount Dora
look. "But the town’s at a point," he said, "where it has to
be very careful. If it gets too conservative it could easily
lose its edge and sizzle."
On our last evening we walked down the path and sat
on the dock behind the Lakeside Inn as the sun went
down. Behind us the yellow walls and green roof of the
Inn darkened slowly as the old-style lamps turned on,
making small pools of light. It was a good place, we
agreed. We wished it well. Lake Dora, with its green
islands blooming in the troubled water, stretched out into
the distance like Brigadoon.U
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Brigadoon?

Trashing

Beauty is momentary in the mind
but if you re quick you can cash in on it
When rivers flow will fast food lag behind
or Port-o-Potties where the tourists sit?
Americans prefer de Thcqueville said
the useful to the beautiful but U
the beautiful is sold like marmalade

we’ll learn to love
from

it

cashing in our strips

iritvhinc" by Pete,, Meinke

Jacarandas
When we were together you’d say
Mockingbird time in thejacarandas
meaning the tree was ready it was spring
and we ‘dgo where the threejaca randas
spread their blue carpet

by the gray stone huddled
below the falls Leaning against
the rosewoodpapery bark we knew
we would last as the trees last
as the birdsong lasts and you
were more lovely than the trees and birds together.
from "Jacarandas," by Peter Meinke

Every child deserves a chance to hope and dream.
.As a societ we tend to believe
thai any problem can be fixed by
throwing enough money at ii.
This approach to problem-solving
may work when a road needs repair
or a bridge needs to be built. But
when it comes to assuring a brighter,
healthier, happier future for otir
children, the ‘fix" requires
something much more precious
than money
it reqtlires an investment of time.
Through the tlolland & Knight
Charitable Foundation’s Opening
Doors for Children program, several
hundred volunteers have dedicated
themselves and their free time to
reaching out to children of all agcs

in their communities. Our goal is to

inspire academic achievement,
instill self-respect, and build
self-confidence.
We give them hope. We encourage
them m dream.
Whether ii’s pre-schooters or high
schoolers, we are actively involved as
nurturers. mentors, coaches, and
tutors. We ‘are role models,
investing our time and our hearts

to

help children find a more positive.
rewarding path in life.
But to the kids, we represent
something much more insporlani.
We’re friends, And that’s
something money just cant buy.

Atlanta
Inca lalon
Boston

OpSng
Doors for
Children

A Ceyrnnunity Sën*nt /‘ngaetrn
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laketand
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Mexico city
Miami
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Orlando
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san Francisco
St. Petersburg
Tallahassee
Tampa
Waslmingtmmn, RI:
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Diaia Lucas’ work restoring old caousels only adds to the throughthe-looking-glass feel of
Mount Dora left.
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